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THE GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY OF PHILADELPHIA* 
The Geographical Society of Philadelphia was organized onApril20, 

1891, under the title of the Geographical Club of Philadelphia, with 
Prof. Angelo Heilprin as prcsident. 

The aims of the club, according t o  its charter are “the advance- 
ment of the science of geography, and of geographical studies and ex- 
ploration, the recording of discoveries, and the presentation of re- 
searches, and the accumulation of works on geography. ” 

The society publishes a magazine, entitled “The Bulletin of the 
Geographical Society of Philaclclphia, ” its name having been changed 
to this form in 1896. 

The membership is of four classes: (1) the active or resident 
members, living in or near Philadelphia; (2) the non-resident mem- 
bers, who pay one-half the fee of the’active members, and who live 
seventy-five miles or more from Philadelphia ; (3)  corresponding mem- 
bers chosen from promincliit workers in geographical lincs ; (4) honor- 
ary members, consisting of those who have especially distinguished 
themselves in the field of geographical knowledge, or exploration. The 
maximum limit to the number. of this last class is twenty-five. 

The society awards annually the Elisha Kent Kane Medal of the 
Geographical Society of Philadelphia .for important geographical ex- 
ploration or research made within the  preceding two years. 

Among its special activities has been its association with others in 
furnishing financial support to  the Peary Arctic Expcdition of 1893, 
and the I’eary Auxiliary Expedition of 189.1. I t  also conducted the 
experiment called the Jlelville-Bryant Drift Cask Project, designed to 
determine the speed am1 direction of Arctic currents; it has offered 
special prizes to stimulate interest in geography, as, f o r  example, in 
1902, a prize of twenty-five ddllars for an essay on “The Prosperity of 
Pennsylvania a s  1)etcrinincd by Geographical Bactors, ” to be written 
by a man in the geography classes of the Kiiiversity of Pennsylvania. --. 

THE GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY OF CHICAGO 
By R,ollin D. Salisbury, 
University of Chicago. 

The Geographidal Society of Chicago celebrated recentely its twen- 
tieth anniversary. For a niimher of years after its founding in 1898, 
the Society remained small; but later its number increased to such an 
extent that it became necessary t o  put limits upon the membership, be- 
cause of the limited capacity of rooms available for lectures. This lim- 

* Compiled by W. 0. Blanchard. 
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